“ll Capo” (The Chief)
a film by Yuri Ancarani
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Lenght: 15 min
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SYNOPSIS

Monte Bettogli, Carrara: in the marble quarries men and machines dig the mountain. “Il Capo” (The Chief) manages,
coordinates and guides quarrymen and heavy-duty machines using a language consisting solely of gestures and signs.
Conducting his dangerous and sublime orchestra against the backdrop of the sheerslopes and peaks of the Apuane
Alps, the Chief works in total noise, which create a paradoxical silence.
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

“In a lot of documentaries about the marble quarries, the quarrymen, are shown as Neorealist archetypes, tough guys
made of sweat and swear words. |, on the other hand, admire their practical intelligence: it is a form of elegance that
can teach us a lot, and which my head quarryman possesses: he is a man who has style in his gestures and manners.
In such a tough and dangerous environment | wanted to highlight an aspect of delicacy”.

Yuri Ancarani

REVIEWS

"Yuri Ancarani manages to build frames and angles that are quite unusual in cinema, meant to turn the operation into an
even bigger spectacle. Aesthetically and geographically speaking, Il Capo is a monumental work."

Bruno Carmelo, NISIMAZINE

“A choreographed, spooky portrait of a marble quarry, this fm features the best use of a monolith and upward pan
since Kubrik's 2001. Man, machines, nature come together in an elemental masterpiece”.

True/False Film Festival, Columbia

“A surprisingly poetic documentary short shot in an Italian marble quarry, Il Capo finds the strangeness in the spinning
wheels and giraffe-like necks of heavy machinery, and the grace in the weathered face and nonverbal gestures of the
man directing the machines. The fim ends with sweeping shots of the mountains that the surround the noisy quarry
site, perhaps a testament to the power of the work being done there, perhaps as an expression of awe at all that we
cannot move.”

Victoria Large, NOTCOMING

"The laborious construction of a sensitive mutual trust has allowed the Italian artist Yuri Ancarani to film the work of the
quarrymen from Carrara marble Apennines. The landscape and the shape of the mountain is transformed before our
eyes, the result of a harmonious choreography between the mysterious coded gestures and movements of the quarry of
heavy machinery at his command, assault rock."

David Hudson, MUBI

At the heart of this is a bare-chested man standing in the mist, directing labourers without a word. The «Man» is stood
there, unmoving, as massive slabs of marble are being cut by gigantic machines, an incarnation of the «Essence of
Man»; the whole shot looks like a perfume advert, the man an orchestra conductor guiding a ballet of machines. A
sense of majestic beauty is conferred onto the man via his sign language, through the machines strength and noises,
through the slabs of marble.

Clotilde, MYDYLARAMA


http://www.nisimazine.eu/Il-Capo.html

UGO CARLEVARO

Graduated at the Scuola Civica di Cinema e Televisione of Milan, Ugo Carlevaro works with various production houses
for television projects and for the realisation of advertising videos. He collaborates with many video artists. In 2008 he
signed his first feature film as director of photography: “Il Primo Giorno d’Inverno” by Mirko Locatelli, showed at the
Mostra del Cinema di Venezia in 2008 and later on at many International Festivals.

MIRCO MENCACCI

Mirco Mencacci, born in 1961 in Pontedera, has been since 1981 the owner of the fim “S.A.M Sistemi Audio di
Memorizzazione”, a recording studio based in Lari (Pisa), and he is an associate with a post-production studio in Rome.
Internationally renown sound designer (last work “Puccini e la fanciulla” by Paolo Benvenuti, 2008), he is the creator of
the “spherical sound” system, which he uses in his works. He realized and collaborated in more than 340 movies, Tv
series, documentaries, shorts and additions of soundtrack with important directors like Michelangelo Antonioni, Nanni
Moretti, Marco Tullio Giordana, Vittorio de Seta, Ferzan Ozpetek. He also realized sound repairs, like the one in 1939 for
“Fascisti su marte” by Corrado Guzzanti. Since 2001 he has been developing his own idea for the realization of
“InSuono”, a sound and renewable energy Theme Park.

Yuri Ancarani

BIOGRAPHY

Yuri Ancarani, Ravenna 1972.

He is a visual artist, director and lecturer in Video Art at the NABA - Nuova Accademia Belle Arti, in Milan.

His works have been shown at national and international museums and exhibitions, such as:

MAXXI, Museo Nazionale delle Arti del XXI secolo (Rome, ltaly), R. Solomon Guggenheim Museum (New York, USA),
Cinema Eye Honors, Museum of Moving Image (New York, USA), Prague Biennal 5 (Prague, Poland), XIV Biennale
Internazionale di Scultura (Carrara, Italy), 14 Media Art Biennale Wro (Wroklav, Poland), ZERO...gallery (Milan, ltaly), Fair:
Berlin (Berlin, Germany), T..C.A. Tirana Institute of Contemporary Art (Tirana, Albany), La Friche Marseille (France),
Videoart Yearbook 09.

And at several film festivals:

67" and 68" Venice Film Festival (Venice, ltaly), Hot Docs, Canadian International Documentary Festival (Toronto,
Canada), Cinema Eye Honors (Museum of Moving Image, New York), IFFR International Film Festival Rotterdam
(Rotterdam, The Netherlands), DocuWest Documentary Film Festival (Colorado, USA), 23 IDFA International
Documentary Film Festival (Amsterdam, The Netherlands), SXSW (Houston, Texas), 4" Ann Arbor Film Festival
(Michigan, USA) Full Frame Documentary Festival (Dhuram, USA), True/False Film Festival (Columbia, Missouri), Cinéma
du Réel (Centre Pompidou, Paris, France).
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Never ending Cinema/Cinema Infinito, curated by Barbara Mattei e Zimmerfrei, Galleria Civica, Trento, ltaly
Double Happiness, Galleria Civica, Ex ltalcementi, Trento, Italy
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Empowerment/Cantiere Italia, curated by Marco Scotini, Museo di Villa Croce e Villa Bombrin, Italy
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Lo Schermo dell'Arte Film Festival, Florence, ltaly
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Regard le court, Saguenay International Short Film Festival , Québec, Canada
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Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival, Clermont-Ferrand, France

IFFR International Film Festival Rotterdam, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
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Images en Vue, 8° Festival de Court Metrages, lles de la Madelaine, Quebec, Canada
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59° Trento Film Festival, Trento, Italy

EDOC _ Encuentros del otro cinema, Festival Internacional de Cine Documental, Quito, Ecuador



New Docs, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, Durham, USA

4™ Ann Arbor Film Festival, Michigan, USA

Cinéma du Réel, 33rd International Documentary Film Festival, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France
SXSW, South by Southwest, Austin, Texas

True/False Film Festival, Columbia, Missouri, USA

2010:
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